Highlights from the United Nations SDG Summit 2019
 
Opalus was honored to have been a part of the SDG Summit at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City in September. Over the course of multiple days, we heard from world leaders, Executives of Fortune 500 companies, international activists, and inspiring individuals working to make the goals into a reality for us all. 
 
What are the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals?
They are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice.
 
Looking to Indigenous Wisdom as we develop our future
In the fight against climate change, indigenous communities are the ones being hit the hardest. They live in regions that have seen drastic transformations in just the last few years as a result. Causing many to leave their ancestral homes and journey to distant regions with access to resources they desperately need.
 
President of the Association for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad, Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim shared her story. One that is tragically  becoming far too familiar. (You can see more of her story at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8l-dhwqd2UM) 
In which her region (Chad), once plentiful, has dried up leaving communities even more vulnerable than ever.

On top of being most directly affected, these groups are also the ones with the greatest insight into how to live alongside nature and protect it. They are innovating and reviving methods of farming that regenerates the land instead of depleting it. Some of these methods have already shown to increase crop yield by 500%. As she passionately expressed, for these communities, climate change is not an issue of economy or power, it is an issue of survival.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As we come together as a global family and seek innovative solutions to these great challenges, it is more important than ever that we look to the indigenous communities that understand the necessity for a connection to the land that we depend on as we develop our future.
 
 
To learn more about the United Nation's Sustainable Development Goals see 
https://www.globalgoals.org/
For additional insight into the event and outcomes go to https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsummit

